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“In 2005, the Government launched its new sustainable

development strategy, ‘Securing the Future’, to provide the context

for a strategic framework that will ensure delivery at a regional level

and create new relationships between central and local

government (see later articles).

This opens up tremendous opportunities which were highlighted at

an EIU/RDA workshop in 2005 and I would suggest that these

now become part of our priorities.

Environmental technologies are becoming mainstream regional

activity – in policy terms and delivery. There is a role here to widen

the agenda to incorporate transport and procurement strategies,

while adding value to the economy nationally.

An important need is to communicate clearly with every

stakeholder. At a time when many are feeling ‘initiative overload’,

the UKFEI has been cited as a possible role model for channelling

information effectively.

More co-ordination between regions will also help to raise the

Environmental Goods and Services sector’s profile. While the

UKFEI is an ideal vehicle, this is a two-way street and we must

clarify what we can offer to other regional partners, as at the

moment it is not apparent to many public organisations what we

really can do for them.

There are also great benefits to be won in establishing closer links

with universities to improve the commercialisation of new ideas

through, for example, collaborative R&D working and business-to-

business mentoring and support schemes that accelerate the

introduction of near-market technologies.

Awareness of a wide tranche of regional and national skills

initiatives is currently low and more could be done to share

good/best practice – a role for which the UKFEI skills special

interest group is well suited.

Sustainable procurement is one exciting answer and an

opportunity for us to help all regions in positively encouraging

innovation, while supporting smaller companies in their tendering

processes. Through the Government’s Sustainable Procurement

Task Force, tremendous potential can now be created for the

regions to lead by example and position the UK as a leader in

environmental technology by the key date of 2009.

The good news is that we are clearly up to the task.”

Jackie Seddon

Chair, UKFEI
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Working via www.ukfei.co.uk
The UK Forum for Environmental Industries’ new website
is a pivotal point for action.

It links together people and organisations who need to
work in unison to drive forward one of the UK’s most
promising new commercial and sustainable sectors.

If you need information urgently, or
detailed guidance concerning the UK’s
burgeoning environmental goods and
services (EGS) industry, make
direct contact via www.ukfei.co.uk.
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The UK’s environmental goods
and services (EGS) sector involves
17,000 companies, generates
sustainable jobs for nearly half a
million people and wealth creation
of more than $45 billion (£25
billion) annually. It clearly is a
growth industry of the future.

To achieve its full potential, it
depends upon strategic economic
recognition at the highest level.

As a fast-track UK growth
industry, the environmental
solution providing sector is now
on a par with aerospace and
pharmaceuticals in terms of
wealth and skills creation – but
with an intrinsic capacity for long-
term, sustainable national and world
socio-economic regeneration.

This is the conclusion of a recent critical
Environmental Industries Unit (EIU)
survey moving on from 2002 figures for
£16 billion and 170,000 jobs.

The significance of the survey is not just
in raw terms of where environmental
participants are to be defined but in the

UK potential for exploiting a world
market for well-founded solutions to
critical problems. 

The newly established DEFRA/DTI
Environmental Industries report also
raises interesting points.

For example, why do London and the
Northwest EGS companies employ
more staff on average than other

regions (47 and 35 respectively,
compared with 24 nationally)? 

A fundamental point the detailed
survey raises is that while a
significant proportion of
environmental solution
contributors do not yet identify
themselves as such, the regular
emergence of new technologies
and companies is constantly
accelerating the sector’s true
profile. The sector’s impact, it is
said, is always likely to be out-of-
date before being fully analysed
and published.

Importantly, one of the
fundamental questions to come
out of any profiling of the

environmental goods and services (EGS)
sector is how do individual companies
and organisations define themselves
such that they respond to both
conventional markets and new
opportunities? In the answer - or many
answers - perhaps lies the greatest
potential for optimising the constantly
emerging power of environmentally
inspired innovation.

Environmental industries underpin
the UK economy
Good reasons for even more organisations to support the UK environmental goods and
services (EGS) industry - employing 400,000, generating $45 billion and growing swiftly.

As Business Development Manager
(UKFEI), Gill Nowell is a frequent visitor
to all the UK regions.

Perpetually ready to respond to serious
enquiries, Gill Nowell works to develop
stronger practical links between
Whitehall and active environmental
solution clusters across the country.

Gill’s vision, as Business Development
Manager for the UK Forum for
Environmental Industries, is for the
UKFEI to be the natural port of call, in
terms of policy–making, for the UK
environmental goods and services
(EGS) sector and those keen to work
with it.

She notes that the UKFEI is unique as
the only forum of its kind in Europe
representing a national EGS sector.

The UKFEI brings together 12 partners

representing the nine English regions
and three devolved administrations of
Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales. It
is currently funded by the Environmental
Industries Unit (EIU), a joint DTI/DEFRA
unit based in London, plus a number of
UKFEI members.

Gill routinely briefs the EIU and regularly
attends EISU meetings in London to
make sure the UKFEI keeps a firm finger
on the industry’s pulse, ready to input
strategically to national policy-making. 

A core UKFEI / EIU goal is to promote
the UK’s renowned EGS expertise to an
international audience, so giving UK
companies a well deserved competitive
advantage in the global marketplace.

A growth and 
competitiveness target

Contact Gill Nowell
Position Business Development 

Manager
UK Forum for Environmental 
Industries (UKFEI)

m 07970 845 461
e g.nowell@ukfei.co.uk
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four environmental responsibility : sustainable opportunity

April 2006 sustainable
procurement D-Day
A vibrant environmental goods and services (EGS) sector will
underpin a strong UK lead in Europe by 2009.

Sustainable procurement is a concept
whose time is coming swiftly.

Across Europe, and much of the world
economy, substantial purchasing power
is being mobilised strategically to meet
sustainable environmental, socio-
economic and commercial targets.

A major catalyst will be the UK’s £125
billion public sector spend. To set the
ball rolling, the newly appointed
business-led Sustainable Procurement
Task Force is preparing a national action
plan for sustainable procurement across
the public sector by April 2006. (See
story below)

The task force, chaired by Sir Neville
Simms, Chairman of International Power
plc, is supported by a project team led

two-way process that will make real
market connections.’

These two activities will inform work
streams dealing with accountability,
including government accountability and
budgetary practices - seeking to remove
real or perceived barriers. Capacity
building with training and skills provision,
in line with the market’s demand side,
will call for serious decision-making.
Crucial then will be the supply side’s
capability to respond and its need for
public sector priming to drive forward
innovation and create markets for more
sustainable products.

With the UK determined to be
recognised amongst the leaders in
Europe in sustainable public
procurement, it has also offered to take
a lead role in wider UN world initiatives
to share practical experience in this
expanding field.
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Contact Dr Barbara Morton
Postion Secretariat to the Sustainable 

Procurement Task Force
t 0207 270 8384
e barbara.morton@defra.gsi.gov.uk

by Barbara Morton, founder and 
co-ordinator of the Sustainable Supply
Chain Forum. 

The task force has created five working
groups, each chaired by a task force
member, to input into April’s national
action plan that will light the blue touch-
paper igniting real sustainable markets.
After international benchmarking, two
work streams in particular concern
Barbara.

‘Assembling data to identify and
prioritise areas with the greatest early
potential to create mass market
momentum is the first,’ she adds. The
outcome is likely to open up significant
innovative opportunities. ‘The second is
in pinpointing and engaging with
specific suppliers as partners. This is a

In a policy move that directly affects UK
environmental solution providers, the
Government has launched its new
sustainable development strategy -
Securing The Future. Spearheaded by a
business-led Sustainable Procurement
Task Force, the aim is to create a
national action plan for Sustainable
Procurement across the public sector
by April 2006. 

There are 32 task force members, the
majority from the business community.

Securing the Future –
an opportunity
Their work will build on the activities of
other bodies, including the Sustainable
Development Commission, the
Sustainable Procurement Group and the
Strategic Supply-Chain Group.

The task force will report to Environment
Secretary, Margaret Beckett and the
Chief Secretary to the Treasury on
action needed to establish the UK as a
European sustainable procurement
leader by 2009. DEFRA will oversee
strategy delivery but all UK Departments
are to share responsibility for making
sustainable development a reality.

The Government’s new strategy will take
into account domestic and international

developments since its earlier 1999
strategy was introduced. It will also
examine the changed structure of UK
government with devolution to Scotland,
Wales and Northern Ireland. In addition,
there will be a greater emphasis on
delivery at a regional level and the new
relationship between government and
local authorities. 

Making sustainability a high priority
reflects the renewed international push
for sustainable development from the
World Summit on Sustainable
Development in Johannesburg in 2002. 

Welcome to Tom
Tom Fourcade has been appointed Chief Executive Officer
of Envirobusiness South East Ltd, which is supported by
the South East England Development Agency. He brings
extensive experience of generating new environmental
markets with industry and government, having successfully
led a WRAP market development programme, been

instrumental in establishing Valpak as the leading producer
responsibility compliance scheme and running a small
recycling business in Barbados. Envirobusiness South East
will be formally launched in spring 2006.

Contact www.envirobusiness.co.uk
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Buying a greener future
To sustain growth in the coming decade, the UK’s Environmental Industries need to turn new ideas
and emerging technologies into more innovative, high value products, processes and services.

The importance of the UK’s
environmental industries has sparked a
key initiative, the Environmental
Innovations Advisory Group ‘Forward
Commitment’ Project, designed to pilot
more effective Government procurement
of innovative products and services from
the rapidly expanding sector. It is
influencing the work of the Sustainable
Procurement Task Force and is
expected to be part of its action plan
(see page 4).

The UK Government buys £13 billion
worth of goods and services annually
and the wider public sector £125 billion.
This huge potential is currently
underutilised, which is why targets have
been set within central government for
more sustainable procurement in areas
such as food and construction. It is also
to be mandatory for Government
departments to purchase a range of
everyday products that meet minimum
environmental standards.

The Forward Commitment project is about
taking this a stage further by introducing
forward thinking into sustainable
procurement.  This is needed because
existing products are not good enough to
meet future environmental challenges.
But the product innovations that offer the
prospect of better performance at lower
cost once fully commercialised often
struggle to break into the market.   

The Forward Commitment project seeks
to address this need by demonstrating
how public procurement can be used to
stimulate environmental innovation, help
innovative environmental products reach
the market and deliver much needed
solutions to pressing environmental
problems.  

At its heart is a simple idea.  A
commitment to purchase at a point in
the future, a product that doesn’t yet
exist, against a specification that current
products don’t meet, at a sufficient

scale to justify the investment needed to
produce manufactured products that
meet the cost and performance targets
in the specification.  

The key to success is for Government
to make future needs visible in a way
that will influence today’s investment
decisions so that we have better
options in the future.  The project is
creating exemplars that can be
replicated across the public sector by
matching unmet needs to early stage
products and sponsoring Forward
Commitment procurement calls.  

By acting as an intelligent customer in
this way, Government can better
harness new technology options to
deliver policy goals as well as providing
innovators with a route to the market.

Contact Adrian Hallett
Position Assistant Director, Innovation Team
t 0207 215 1624
e adrian.hallett@dti.gsi.gov.uk

Welsh support for environmental
entrepreneurs
Technium Sustainable Technologies, a technology-
led business incubation environment to help young
businesses realise their long-term potential.

Wales is one of only three countries
worldwide with a statutory commitment
to promote sustainable development.
Technium Sustainable Technologies is
part of its answer and Europe’s first
business innovation and incubation
centre geared specifically to developing
sustainable technologies, including
environmental innovations.

Based at Baglan Energy Park near the
M4 motorway in South Wales, the
centre has 32 business units for high
growth, technology-led companies that
will specialise in areas such as energy,
materials and geo-environmental
technologies, as well as clean / green
chemistry and micro-engineering. The
development is part of a Wales-wide
incubation network. The Technium also
includes support facilities that young
businesses can share, giving them the

ability to punch above
their physical size when it
comes to serving and
impressing future clients.
The Park's energy efficient Solar Centre
is also available to fledgling companies
for meetings, hospitality and
presentations.

Importantly, business and technical
advisers will encourage close working
relationships between knowledge-based
Technium companies. Start-up firms will
also benefit from access to expertise
from Wales’ universities, and associated
Centres of Excellence, in power
electronics, hydrogen and fuel cell
technologies, printing and coating, geo-
environmental, micro and control
engineering and bio-composite
technologies. There are also strong
cross-links to the ECM2 (Engineering

Centre for Manufacturing and Materials)
and the Bio-composites Centre at the
University of Bangor.

Technium which is supported by the
Welsh Assembly Government, is seen
as a major catalyst for economic
change, heralding the beginning of a
new phase in Wales to boost innovation,
encourage entrepreneurship and drive
forward a knowledge based economy. 

Contact Welsh Development Agency
t 08457 775 577
e enquiries@wda.co.uk
www.technium.co.uk/sustainabletechnologies

d,
,

. 

UKEFEI 12pp  15/12/05  3:35 pm  Page 6



six environmental responsibility : sustainable opportunity

Environmental entrepreneurs taking their
first steps into the world’s export
markets may feel like vulnerable
pioneers. The reality is very different.
The ground has already been well
prepared by the Environmental
Industries Sector Unit (EISU).

EISU is one of 16 sector units within the
International Sector Group (ISG) of UK
Trade & Investment. EISU’s role is to
provide support to the UK
environmental sector in helping
companies to win business overseas. It
has four key objectives.

Firstly, it helps environmental companies
to win business overseas.

EISU also identifies and assesses major
business opportunities (including
potential risks and rewards) overseas.

Its third role is to identify and develop
specific business opportunities for SMEs

arising from major projects and
government initiatives, and to
disseminate this analysis.

Finally, it actively promotes UK strengths
and capabilities in environmental
technology and solutions, along with
Government experience of applying
effective policy and regulations, to
influence and generate a favourable
atmosphere overseas for firms pursuing
new business opportunities.

EISU works in partnership with key
industry stakeholders and multipliers
including the UK Forum for
Environmental Industries, trade
associations, professional institutions,
the Environmental Sector Advisory
Group, Department of Trade and
Industry, the Department for
Environment, Food & Rural Affairs
(DEFRA) and the Environment Agency,
in addition to the UKTI overseas and
regional network. 

The Unit provides a wide range of
information and activities to support UK
environmental SME companies overseas
including: production and dissemination
of market research (Market Opportunity
Briefs – MOB); analysis of opportunities,
including the political, regulatory and
economic environment; supporting
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Douglas Barnes, EISU

Flying the environment
EISU provides the eyes, ears and voice helping the UK environmental goods and

Environmental solution
providers are usually good at
what they do. They are not
necessarily financial wizards
and do not have magic
resources. Yet they face the
same unavoidable funding
hurdles of all growing SMEs.

A new scheme supported by
the Environmental Industries
Federation is setting a
precedent in breaking the cash
flow log-jam.

Micro Loan Fund offers the
dual advantage of free best
financial advice and unsecured
loans of up to £15,000,
repayable in equal payments
over three years at a 10%
interest rate.

Micro loans for macro success
A financial helping hand at a critical time for aspiring EGS SMEs.

The condition is that working with the
mentor is obligatory; mentors are paid
from the loan pro rata. The choice of
mentor rests with the client company.
However, for over-stretched young
companies it means another pair of
hands helping to juggle the additional
financial ball as coach, counsellor,
networker and guardian. Mentors,
however, do not become involved in
re-writing business plans, company
re-organisation, sales generation or
managing staff. Importantly, follow-on
advice is available after the loan.
Contact Jules Preston
Postion Regional Micro Loan
t 07939 155306

Contact David Parsons
Postion Environment Micro Loan
t 0191 2291 824
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customers and industry exhibitions (in
market and the UK); developing political
and business networks (leading UK
delegations into meetings with
governments and regulatory bodies) in
market; identifying finance and export
credit sources, including aid funding
(e.g. EU and World Bank); supplying
up-to-date information on EISU/UKTI
website and country pages, industry
magazines, and other publications
(including those online). 

EISU has established a Sector Advisory
Group, which consists of member
companies from the main sub-sectors
of the industry. The main aims of the
group are to give strategic direction to
UK Trade & Investment in its work to
support the UK’s environmental sector
in their overseas business activities and
to promote the UK’s expertise in these
sectors, including promoting best
practice from the Government’s

application of environmental policies
and regulations. The group is acting as
the high-level environmental industry
forum reporting to government
ministers and senior officials on
international business strategy and
policy issues.

The group meets three to four times a
year and has a high level membership
drawn from a wide cross-section of the
industry, including investors and
operators, consultants, legal firms,
manufacturers and technology suppliers.

Government representation on the
group includes officials from UK Trade &
Investment and the Environmental
Industries Unit (EIU) – the joint
(DTI/DEFRA) industry sponsor unit. 

The current target markets identified by
the Advisory Group for the
environmental sector are: 

ental flag overseas
goods and services (EGS) sector to win overseas. Priority 

Eastern Europe: Hungary, Poland 
and Turkey

Asia/Pacific: China, Hong Kong, 
India and Taiwan

Latin America: Brazil and Mexico

Regional 
Southeast Asia: Malaysia, Thailand 

and the Philippines 
Latin America: Ecuador, Peru and 

Colombia 
Middle East: Kuwait, Saudi 

Arabia and UAE  

Secondary  
Europe: Czech Republic, 

France, Israel, 
Portugal and 
Sweden

Asia/Pacific: South Korea

Contact Douglas Barnes
Position Head, Environmental Industries 

Sector Unit (EISU)
t 0207 215 4372
e douglas.barnes@dti.gsi.gov.uk
w www.eisu.org.uk
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Water ‘spin-out’ wins 
in Canada
Water technology company, Watstech, makes a big impact,
thanks to the University of Wolverhampton.

Specialist water technology service
company, WatStech Limited, is making
a very positive start to business life.
Having recently spun out from the
University of Wolverhampton, the young
company has moved into new premises
at the Wolverhampton Science Park.

Led by Dr Kally Kaur, in its first six
months WatStech Limited has won five
important contracts, one in Canada and
four with major UK water companies. It
is also working with small to medium
enterprises though the Manufacturing
Advisory Service. In addition, the
company has recruited water industry
expert, Robin Lowndes, as company
Chairman.

WatStech offers to the water industry a
scientific testing and consultancy
service. The team provides a rapid
response, combined with 30 years of
water and wastewater experience, plus
specific expertise of operating pilot-
scale and full-scale water treatment
plants.

Key services are: - rapid small-scale
carbon testing (RapStechâ), a mobile
water testing and commissioning
service, R&D for product testing and
process evaluations and independent
water-related consultancy. The company
also has specialist, customised testing
facilities and provides expert advice on
site complementing engineering

decisions. The aim is to save client
money, solve pollution problems and
meet quality standards.

Future company plans include working
towards ISO17025-2005 UKAS
Accreditation and the launch of its
mobile water testing and technology
commissioning service.

Contact Dr Kally Kaur
Position Managing Director
m 08456 123 820
e info@watstech.com
w www.watstech.com
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Fair wind for Scotland
The Business Environment Partnership
(BEP) was established in 1997 with the
support of Scottish Enterprise
Edinburgh and Lothian. Its team of 12
specialist Business Advisers provide free
expertise and help for environmental
product and service sector companies
to increase their efficiency, expand and
grow through new product
development. Scottish Enterprise part-
finances and supports the BEP in the
Lothians, Fife and Tayside. More than
1,000 companies having been assisted
to date. 

product development. Further help was
provided with air flow and vibration
modelling, developing the electrical
control mechanism and electrical
hardware system, and even the
production process itself. Renewable
Devices recently won a contract worth
£9.2 million, creating seven new green
jobs and saving a total of 3,600 tonnes
of CO2 over the product lifecycle.
Contact Stephen Burt
t 0131 561 6262
e stephen.burt@thebep.org.uk
w www.thebep.org.uk

Scottish initiative creates green jobs and saves CO2.

An example is in the renewable energy
systems sector where Midlothian-based
company, Renewable Devices,
operates. Founded in 2002 with two
full-time staff, the company made
extensive use of the BEP’s expertise in
establishing itself at the forefront of
small-scale renewable energy system
development. The BEP, which is based
in Dalkeith close to Edinburgh, has
provided seven separate student
placements in the last three years,
giving Renewable Devices the resource
to support its Swift Wind Turbine

Time to make your voice heard

Do you believe that the implementation
of environmental regulation is failing the
needs of environmental businesses?  Do
you want someone in Government to
listen? Do you want to make a
difference?

If the answer is ‘yes’, then read on.  

The Environmental Industries Unit (EIU)
focuses on domestic needs of the UK
environmental goods and services (EGS)
industry, with an emphasis on promoting
innovation. It is jointly funded and
supported by both DTI and DEFRA
Ministers, with staff from both
departments, plus environmental
industry secondees.

One role of the EIU’s Domestic

However, we will only succeed with the
support of key partners, such as the
UKFEI (representing regional
government) and the Environmental
Industries Commission (representing
many environmental businesses). Both
organisations help by acting as conduits
between businesses, the regions and
Government in promoting best practice
and sharing information. Additionally,
they help us gather data which the EIU
uses to influence the development of a
policy framework.

We are also keen to hear from EGS
businesses, as we spend much of our
time visiting companies to discuss
problems and opportunities to better
understand issues faced by our sector.
Again, through the UKFEI website
(www.ukfei.co.uk), or your local RDA,
contact us. We can’t promise a solution,
but we are more than willing to try.

Another of our priorities is to gather
information and robust arguments
supporting sector development to better
inform Government about needs,
opportunities and barriers facing the
industry.  

So, our message is clear. Do make your
voice heard in regional or national
consultations.  

Contact Trudie Mansfield
t 0207 215 5863
e     environmental.industries@dti.gsi.gov.uk
w www.dti.gov.uk/sectors_environment.html

Do you have something to say on environmental regulations?  Then make your voice heard,
urges the Government’s Environmental Industries Unit.

Sponsorship Team is to set up effective
two-way communication between
Government and EGS businesses to
develop a more favourable policy
framework for the environmental
industries. The aim is better links, both
in developing new regulations and their
implementation, with more input
nationally and regionally.

We all know there is a positive side to
regulation: good regulation can drive
innovation. But EGS companies need
certainty to invest and develop new
technologies that meet the challenges
created by greater environmental
regulation. That is why we are keen to
encourage positive sector input
whenever policies are considered or
reviewed.  

One way is to contribute to national
consultations on policies and
regulations. If you come across
problems when regulations are
implemented, you must let Government
know directly, or through trade
associations, or your local RDA. We
have given RDAs best practice advice
on making effective cases to
Government consultations. This is also
on our website
(www.dti.gov.uk/sectors_environment.ht
ml). We strongly encourage you make
your relevant views known when
Government consults on environmental
policies that are also listed on the
website.
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Shaping rules and regulations for success
Trade associations can influence the creation of positive regulations driving innovation forward,
explains Environmental Industries Commission Director, Merlin Hyman.

Many SMEs fail to appreciate the
importance of regulation in driving the
market for innovative goods and
services. Regulation is especially
important in the environmental
technology sector, where it can act both
as a positive driver and a barrier.

On the one hand, higher environmental
standards (set down in legislation such
as the Water Framework Directive) and
measures to internalise the
environmental costs of resource use
and pollution (such as the Landfill Tax),
force mainstream industry to ‘clean up
its act’ by either redesigning products or
processes, or investing in pollution
treatment. 

The Environmental Industries
Commission has consistently argued
that this investment in a leaner, cleaner,
more efficient industry benefits society
as a whole by making it more
competitive. Prevention is always
cheaper than cure; paying to prevent
pollution, or clean it up at source, is
cheaper than paying for the effects of
pollution on people, the built
environment and natural resources,
such as forests, fisheries, agricultural
land and drinking water.

On the other hand, regulation that is not
focused on outputs can have a stifling
effect. Regulations that specify particular
processes, or regulatory systems that
make it difficult to obtain approval for
new technologies, eventually become
obsolete and hold back innovation.

It is vital, then, that environmental
technology and service providers take
an active interest in shaping the
regulations and policies that in turn
shape their markets. Trade associations
provide this service, representing the
interests of particular industries, such as
oil spill responders, or composters.
With more than 240 member
companies, the Environmental Industries
Commission (EIC) represents a broad
range of EGS sectors, including waste

management, air and water treatment,
land remediation, environmental
management, laboratories, energy
efficiency, oil and marine pollution
control, transport emissions control and
alternative fuels. 

EIC members receive valuable policy
intelligence and have a powerful voice
with which to shape policy in their
sector. EIC lobbies for enforcement of
existing regulations, such as speedier
determinations of IPPC permits, to drive
the market for innovative environmental
technologies. It lobbies for sensible
regulation of industries such as land
remediation. And it lobbies for more
resources and incentives for clean and
efficient technology.

In addition, by representing such a
broad sweep of sectors, EIC is able to
lobby at the highest level on matters
that affect all parts of the industry.  For
example, EIC has been an outspoken
opponent to the deregulation lobby
coming out of mainstream industry.

Contact Merlin Hyman
Postion Director, Environmental Industries 

Commission
t 020 7935 1675
e info@eic-uk.co.uk
w www.eic-uk.co.uk

Merlin Hyman

Pride Park Stadium, Derby was the
venue for Expo 2005, the East
Midland’s largest Sustainable
Development and the Environment Expo
to date. More than 500 delegates
attended the event dedicated to Climate
Change, organised by the
Environmental Industries Forum – East
Midlands (EIForum), East Midlands
Regional Assembly, Government Office -
East Midlands and part-funded by
emda.

Visitors also took part in many free
workshops and seminars at the event
that proved an excellent showcase for
the region’s richly diverse and vibrant
environmental goods and services (EGS)

sector, demonstrating the sector’s role
in the regional economy.

There were more than 70 stands, with
exhibitors representing manufacturers,
consultants, social enterprises,
university departments, research
organisations and local Government
bodies - a range reflecting activity levels
in the region. Eric Boultbee, emda’s
Energy and Environment Manager,
commented, ‘Expo 2005 was a great
example …  We are pleased that one of
the major partners, EIForum (through a
project part-funded by ERDF and emda)
based at Nottingham Trent University’s
Institute for Sustainable Development in
Business, brought to the mix a vitality

and business discipline essential in
ensuring that Expo 2005 ran so well.’

Plans are already afoot for a bigger and
better 2006 event that will be the envy
of other regions!

Contact Kay Gilby
t 0115 848 4844
e kay.gilby@ntu.ac.uk
w www.eiforum.org.uk

East Midlands’ biggest
Environmental Expo
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The UK produces annually more than
330 million tonnes of waste, two-
thirds from households, commerce
and industry, including construction
and demolition wastes. East of
England homes and businesses
produce some 22 million tonnes, a
figure predicted to rise steadily as the
regional economy expands.

Reducing waste is an environmental
imperative reflected both in the
national Sustainable Development
Strategy and the East of England
Regional Economic Strategy.

The region already boasts some of the
country’s highest municipal waste
recycling and composting rates.
Cambridgeshire County Council, South
Cambridgeshire District Council and
Peterborough City Council are all in the
UK’s top 20.  

Initiatives operating successfully across
the region to enhance business
resource efficiency include the Business
& Environment Management Scheme
run by Peterborough Environment City
Trust and the Norfolk Waste Recycling
Assistance Project. These are being
supplemented by new, regionally
focused projects, supported through
BREW funding, including the National
Industrial Symbiosis Programme (NISP),
a waste exchange and a Remade
network.

The drive to introduce sustainable waste
management, plus various public and
voluntary sector programmes, is
creating new opportunities for regional
companies to help in closing the loop,
while creating growth in the waste
management and recycling industry.
Essex-based, Shields Environmental, is
an established specialist in Whole Life
Cycle Management for telecommunica-
tions, data and IT equipment through

Setting a good waste example
Flourishing East of England waste management markets create new economic opportunities.
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re-use and recycling.  Another is
Suffolk-based Chase Plastics, the UK’s
leading supplier of high-quality recycled
polythene compounds. Newer players
include Singh UK Ltd, focusing on
increasing recycling rates from the
regional construction industry and
Scientia Consulting, recycling office
waste.

Regionally-based organisations, such as
the Centre for Sustainable Engineering
and the UK Centre for Economic and
Environmental Development (UK CEED),
offer focused business support and
advice to help these and other
companies identify markets,
technologies and access expansion

funding. One example is UK CEED’s
sourcing of WRAP funding for Singh UK
to set up the UK’s first dedicated waste
management facility for construction,
demolition and refurbishment waste
covering Cambridgeshire and Norfolk.

Contact Simon Chiva
Position Resource Efficiency and Sustainable 

Communities Manager
t 01733 312280
e s.chiva@ukceed.org
w www.ukceed.org
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Northern Ireland
plant values waste
wood
High quality recycled wood products will save
some 35,000 tonnes of waste from landfill.
A pioneering new plant transforming wood recycling in
Northern Ireland will be created by Urban Forest Ltd at Newry,
Co Down with £500,000 funding from WRAP (the Waste &
Resources Action Programme).

Industrial development land has been purchased from Invest
Northern Ireland for the plant which, when complete, will use
almost 35,000 tonnes of wood waste that would otherwise
have gone to landfill.

The £2 million facility will deliver a step change in wood
recycling in Northern Ireland as the first dedicated facility for
the manufacture of a variety of high quality recycled wood
products, such as horse bedding and poultry litter, plus
feedstock for panel board production and fuel for renewable
energy production.

Urban Forest Ltd was awarded the WRAP capital grant
through an open competition process and is one of four
support agreements similarly awarded by WRAP to accelerate
investment in new wood reprocessing capacity.

Site development involves improvements to roadways, new
surfacing and new buildings for the unit and finished product
storage, as well as an investment in plant and machinery.

Contact Keith Chalmers
t 028 9069 8475
e keith.chalmers@investni.com
w www.investni.com

Wales wins the public’s interest 
Greener homes and buildings open the floodgates for greener, cleaner living in Wales.

The growing popularity of greener
home and building concepts with
the public has been highlighted
by more than 2,500 visitors to the
inaugural Greener Homes and
Buildings Event at the Wales
Development Agency’s Dyfi Eco
Parc in Machynlleth, Mid Wales,
supported by the WDA’s
Environmental Goods & Services
Department.

The Greener Homes & Buildings
project, run by the Mid Wales
Energy Agency, aims to give
companies working with the
environmental construction
sector in Wales a stronger
platform to develop, market and
expand new ventures. As well as
reaching out to a wider audience
than ever before, the goal is to
raise awareness of
environmentally-friendly and
energy-efficient concepts for
homes and buildings. It is hoped
this will result in a new,
mainstream presence, creating
an ‘open’ niche market with wide
appeal. 

The inaugural event targeted two
groups of people – those already
working in the building, design and
construction industry on day one,
followed by the general public on day
two. The ‘trade’ event brought into
direct contact professionals and

exhibiting companies who
were invited to seminars on
core show concepts. The
public joined more informal
seminars.

Project Manager, Louise
Owen, said she was very
pleased with the results. ‘It
really has been an
overwhelming success that
has given us a very high
benchmark to follow. The
event has proved to us that
the objectives of the
Greener Homes &
Buildings project are ones
that people from all
backgrounds are taking an
increasing interest in. Our
goal, therefore, is to
continue to develop so that
we can work for the benefit
of all involved. It’s a real
mixture of marketing,
educating, networking and
exhibiting, and so far, I
think we’ve got that mix
just right.’

Contact Louise Owen
Position Project Manager
t 01654 703 064
m 08454 585973
e louise.owen@mwea.org.uk
w
www.greenerhomesandbuildings.co.uk
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contact
Gill Nowell
Business Development Manager
UK Forum for Environmental Industries (UKFEI)
m +44 (0) 7970 845 461
e g.nowell@ukfei.co.uk

UK Forum for Environmental Industries (UKFEI)
c/o Envirolink Northwest
Wigan Investment Centre
Waterside Drive
Wigan
WN3 5BA
t +44 (0) 1942 491 294
e info@ukfei.co.uk
w www.ukfei.co.uk


