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ST HELENS DEALS SEALS CREATION OF CITY’S NEW GREENLANDS 

Multi-million pound funding has been guaranteed for St Helens after planners gave the go-ahead to create a new community woodland in Merseyside.

The plans to transform more than 40 hectares of underused land to the south of St Helens’ town centre, known as Brickfields, is part of the Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA) and Forestry Commission’s (FC) Newlands project – the UK’s largest land regeneration programme.

Newlands, which stands for New Economic Environments through Woodlands is a partnership initiative involving the NWDA and FC that is working to regenerate more than 900 hectares of brownfield land across the Northwest.

The approved plans will result in a £2 million makeover of brownfield land that includes a former landfill site as well as two redundant quarries, into multi-use greenspace consisting of a range of diverse wildlife habitats, a network of cycling and walking routes, and a focal art work.

Work on Brickfields, part of the NWDA £59 million funded land regeneration, which utilises woodlands as the catalyst for economic and social growth whilst creating new opportunities for leisure and recreation, is scheduled to start in ?.

Peter White, Executive Director of Development at the NWDA, said: “Now permission has been granted for Brickfields, the Newlands programme will be able to make tangible physical improvements to the benefit of St Helens. Not only will this development give local people greater access to nature and outdoor leisure pursuits to help improve their quality of life, it will also improve the aesthesis of the area making it attractive for new investment.

A large section of Brickfields is located next to the Manchester to Liverpool rail route and the M62 motorway.

Bringing the designated brownfield area into public use will also add value to the neighbouring Housing Market Renewal Pathfinder scheme as well as the nearby Lea Green Business Park.

Keith Jones, Regional Conservator for the Forestry Commission Northwest, added: “Building and working in partnership with a host of local delivery agencies as well as organisations with a special interest to Brickfields mean that we have been able to draw-up plans that aim to take onboard everyone’s hopes and aspirations.

“Newlands approach to environmental-based regeneration encapsulates both local and national knowledge and experience to get the very best team together to fulfil the site’s objectives, and the approval for Brickfields’ plans demonstrate we’re on track.”

Brickfilds will be transformed into a target-driven community woodland through the unique partnership of the NWDA and FC as well as its delivery partners – Biffaward Cory Environmental, The Mersey Forest, Merseyside Waste Disposal Authority, NGF Europe, Ibstocks and St Helens Council. 

The investment in Brickfields takes in the five areas of the former Sutton Manor sewage works and Colliery Railway, Farndale Avenue/Roughdale’s Quarry, Daisyfield, Buff Quarry and Lord St Helens’ landfill.

The Brickfield project has received additional funding from Bifaward, a multi-million pound environment fund managed by the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts (RSWT), which utlises landfill tax credits donated by Biffa Waste Services, and £300,000 from EU Objective One via The Mersey Forest Trust to make the long-term investment to Brickfield at £2,136,104.

· ends – 

For more information, please contact

Claire Rajah or Faith Ashworth at Creative Concern

Tel: 0161 236 0600
Notes

£302,976 has been awarded to the project through the Integrated Countryside and Environment Plan, which is an Objective One Project part funded by the European Union. The Mersey Forest is working to deliver ICEP through Community Forestry,

Newlands was launched in 2003 and since then has added value to three Housing Market Renewal Pathfinders, reclaimed more than 180ha of brownfield land, created or improved 30km of pathways, and has dramatically improved key gateways sites into the region.
A brownfield site is any land or premises that has previously been used and is not currently fully in use, although it may be partially occupied or utilised. It may also be vacant, derelict or contaminated. A brownfield site is not necessarily available for immediate use without intervention.

Community Woodlands are multi-purpose open spaces that can be easily accessed by the local community, and can include a series of small woodlands, footpaths, cycle and bridleways, football pitches, wetland habitats and a wildflower meadow. Each site is designed in partnership with the local community to help improve and enhance the economic, environmental and social value of the local neighbourhood to work towards a sustainable environment for everyone.

Woodland cover across the Northwest currently stands at just 6.5% compared with the national average of 8% and a European average of 33%.

The project has been part funded by Biffaward, a multi-million pound environment fund managed by the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts  (RSWT), which utilises landfill tax credits donated by Biffa Waste Services.  In December 1997 Biffa Waste Services agreed to donate landfill tax credits to the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts (RSWT) to administer under the fund name Biffaward. Grants made from the fund currently amount to more than £80 million, supporting many worthwhile environmental projects.

