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New wave of eco-regeneration funding for Southport

 

The seaside town of Southport is to get a new community woodland following today’s (28.5.08) announcement of more than £1.78million of regeneration funding from the Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA) and its partners.

Up to 26 hectares of brownfield land (a former landfill site) located to the south east of Southport’s town centre (and known locally as Town Lane), will be transformed into a community woodland as part of Newlands - the £59 million regeneration scheme led by NWDA and Forestry Commission.  Newlands is rejuvenating 381 hectares of the Northwest’s damaged land to stimulate economic growth and further opportunities for leisure and environmental improvements. 

The make-up of the site includes two former landfill sites, unmanaged grasslands and large sections of land that has suffered from neglect and some abuse from anti-social behavior. Town Lane is also close to an area of social deprivation (in the top 70th percentile of the National Index of Multiple Deprivation).

The NWDA investment (and over £225,000 which has been secured as match funding from Objective 1 funding via The Mersey Forest) will bring a much-needed boost to the area that is currently underused by the communities that overlook the site. Strategically driven improvements to the area will create a mosaic of habitats that will contribute to the economic, social and environmental revitalisation of Southport.  

The funding will help to attract new businesses to the adjoining Southport Commerce Park by creating a visually pleasing green space and it will also be of great value to patients and staff at the nearby Southport General Hospital. The area’s cycle tracks and walkways are also going to be enhanced bringing further access to the area and beyond.  It is hoped that links will also be made to the nearby hospital that could allow the areas to be used for patient rehabilitation.

In addition, work on Town Lane will take advantage of the raised ground height of the site by creating a scenic viewing platform looking out across the West Pennine Moors and Southport Mosses.  

Following consultation by Groundwork Merseyside, residents and schools from the site’s large neighbouring communities will see many of their ideas and aspirations come to fruition. These will include enhanced recreational amenities to the existing playing fields with a new mountain bike skills area. 

The project is within the region’s red squirrel zone.   It is expected that the remediation and long-term management of Town Lane will contribute to the protection and preservation of red squirrel habitats, as well as those for the existing ground nesting birds, currently residing in the grasslands, all of which will contribute to the North Merseyside Biodiversity Action Plan targets. 

The NWDA is providing resources to keep Town Lane maintained for the next 20 years and the Forestry Commission will manage the woodland it creates through the project for a further 79 years making a secure period of nearly 100 years of management for the area’s greenspace. 

Work on Town Lane will commence this Summer with the introduction of new soils for tree planting while the Forestry Commission will also work closely with local communities and interested parties to provide opportunities to be involved in managing the area, helping to develop local enterprise and ownership. 

Town Lane is one of six Newlands projects being developed in the Mersey Belt area of the Northwest. Each project was carefully selected from the region’s derelict, underused or neglected (DUN) land that were then assessed using a Public Benefit Recording System (PBRS), a tool which identifies the areas that would bring the most benefits through regeneration investment.

Newlands projects across the wider region, including Cumbria, Lancashire and Cheshire are also now being explored – making Newlands the largest soft-end environmental land regeneration scheme in the country. 

Peter White, Executive Director of Development at the Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA), said:

“The Newlands programme is a leading example of exactly how brownfield regeneration is making a significant economic impact across the Northwest, improving quality of life, delivering real benefits to communities and increasing investor confidence. The Town Lane project will be vital in the ongoing regeneration of the wider Southport area and demonstrates the full range of social, environmental and economic benefits that this kind of joined-up regeneration can bring.”
Chairman of the Forestry Commission, Lord Clark of Windermere, said:

"The plans for a new community woodland for Southport will bring enormous benefits to the town, providing a natural landscape that will improve the area and deliver a clean and attractive space to play, live and work. Importantly, Newlands will once again demonstrate that environmental regeneration can deliver tangible results and improve the well-being of the area and the region."
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For more information please contact Claire Rajah or Faith Ashworth at Creative Concern

Tel: 0161 236 0600

faith@creativeconcern.com  |  claire@creativeconcern.com
 

Notes to editors:

 

The long-term investment for Newlands at Town Lane is £1,789,244.

 

Newlands sites will be transformed into community woodlands through a unique partnership of the NWDA and Forestry Commission as well as a range of delivery partners, which include Sefton Borough Council, Mersey Basin Campaign, Environment Agency, The Mersey Forest, BTCV and Groundwork Merseyside.

 

A brownfield site is any land or premises that has previously been used and is not currently fully in use, although it may be partially occupied or utilised. It may also be vacant, derelict or contaminated. A brownfield site is not necessarily available for immediate use without intervention.

 

Community Woodlands are multi-purpose open spaces that can be easily accessed by the local community, and can include a series of small woodlands, footpaths, cycle and bridleways, football pitches, wetland habitats and a wildflower meadow. Each site is designed in partnership with the local community to help improve and enhance the economic, environmental and social value of the local neighborhood to work towards a sustainable environment for everyone.

 

Using aerial photography, the National Land Use Database and/or Unitary Development Plans, the DUN Survey, which formed the basis for the selection of Newlands sites, found an astonishing 3,800 DUN sites of more than one hectare across the Northwest. Of this amount, 1,600 were highlighted as a brownfield sites.

 

The Public Benefit Recording System (PBRS) uses a range of social, economic and environmental factors from proximity to a transport corridor or Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) to a sites location to schools. It has won widespread approval across wider government and has already been used to tackle a number of other regeneration or development challenges.

 

Woodland cover across the Northwest currently stands at just 6.5% compared with the national average of 8% and a European average of 33%.

 

Funding has been awarded to the project through the Integrated Countryside and Environment Plan, which is an Objective One Project part funded by the European Union. The Mersey Forest is working to deliver ICEP through Community Forestry. 
