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Four million pound boost for Salford’s economy

Multi-million regeneration investment to create city park

Newlands, the Northwest Regional Development Agency-funded regeneration scheme has granted more than four million pounds to create and manage what will become one of Europe’s largest parks in Salford, Greater Manchester.

The Lower Irwell Valley Improvement Area (LIVIA) is the site chosen for investment under Newlands - which has been billed as land regeneration for the 21st Century because of its focus on the economic and social benefits that can be delivered through environmental improvements.

LIVIA is situated in North Salford and also encompasses part of the Prestwich district of Bury Metropolitan Council.

Currently classified as brownfield land, regeneration of the 97-hectare site aims to capitalise on the critical mass of economic and social investments taking place in the area.

The LIVIA project will help to attract business investment to Agecroft Commerce Park and Clifton Industrial Estate. Newlands’ cash will also be a real boost to the nearby New Deal for Communities areas of Charlestown and Lower Kersal, as well as the adjacent wards of Pendleton and St Mary’s.

Homes overlooking the site as well as people travelling on the nearby Manchester Outer Ring Road (M60) and the mainline rail routes serving Manchester and Salford are also set to benefit from a green makeover of LIVIA that will in time result in increased commercial and residential land values.

LIVIA’s development will add value to the Northern Way Growth Corridor and the City Region of Manchester, and it’s programme of significant environmental improvements will contribute to Central Salford Urban Regeneration Company’s vision to transform the area into the most beautiful part of Greater Manchester.

The LIVIA project will have a dramatic impact on perceptions of the whole area, as the regeneration will unite a series of smaller environmental improvements that have taken place over the last few years - such as United Utilities’ rejuvenation of the reclaimed wastewater treatment works, work around Forest Bank Prison and Persimmon Homes’ regeneration of the area around the redundant Agecroft Power Station.  By linking all these smaller areas into one cohesive parkland that is well managed for the first time by a single agency, the impact will be dramatic.

Following extensive consultation with the community, local agencies and businesses, the LIVIA project will include a range of natural and physical amenities that aims for greater participation in healthy lifestyle activities.  

Once completed, LIVIA will have sculpture trails, outdoor classrooms, informal play areas and a mountain bike course.

The new and reclaimed access paths and cycle routes will also link up new housing developments being built close to the site as well as local schools, community buildings and work premises.

With the accolade of being one of Europe’s largest parks, and located within Red Rose Forest, the LIVIA project aims to provide a valuable and integrated urban countryside for people across Greater Manchester and beyond.

Newlands¹ preservation of the site’s pre and post-industrial ecological habitats will make a significant contribution to Greater Manchester¹s Biodiversity Action Plan targets and Red Rose Forest¹s objectives.

The LIVIA project will be managed by the Forestry Commission with improvements and community consultation undertaken by its partners; Groundwork, Red Rose Forest and Salford City Council. To support the area’s over arching aims, additional funding has been secured from Salford City Council, Environment Agency and the Coalfield Communities Fund. This project has also been funded by Biffaward, a multi-million pound environment fund managed by the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts  (RSWT), which utilises landfill tax credits donated by Biffa Waste Services.

The NWDA investment will secure a 20-year programme of site management at LIVIA.  The Forestry Commission will manage it thereafter from its own resources, to ensure the project’s initial benefits are sustained and the outcome is a sustainable one for the local community.

LIVIA, as well as several other areas of brownfield land across the region were carefully chosen following an intensive land survey, which used region-wide aerial photography to highlight the Northwest’s areas of derelict, underused and neglected (DUN) land.

Using a Public Benefit Recording System (PBRS), designed to measure the public benefit that can be achieved through regeneration, all the DUN sites identified were assessed according to social, economic and environmental factors. The sites chosen offer the greatest potential for impact with regards to the priorities of the Regional Economic Strategy.

Steven Broomhead, NWDA Chief Executive, said:

³This major investment will revitalise a key gateway site linking Salford to Manchester and create a fantastic new asset for the area, which will support the aims of Central Salford Urban Regeneration Company in delivering real and lasting economic change for Salford. LIVIA is the largest of all Phase One sites chosen for redevelopment under the Newlands scheme and the challenge of transforming this area from a brownfield site to a community woodland is an inspiring project for everyone involved.²

Said Lord Clark, Chairman of The Forestry Commission -

"As the largest project to be developed under Newlands, LIVIA is a critical site - it's regeneration will have a dramatic impact on the local economy and environment as well as providing the local communities of Salford with much needed green space. The Forestry Commission and NWDA partnership are working hard to deliver Newlands at LIVIA, and I look forward to seeing the development of this fantastic site over the next two years."
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For more information, images, request for interview and/or to visit the site, please contact:

Claire Rajah, Faith Ashworth or Steve Connor at Creative Concern

Tel: 0161 236 0600

Notes to editors

Newlands stands for New Economic Environments through Woodlands.

The long-term investment for Newlands is £4,745,502

A city park is loosely defined as an area designated for people living  in urban settlements to visit and enjoy recreation in a natural countryside environment, without having to go into a rural setting.

A brownfield site is any land or premises that has previously been used and is not currently fully in use, although it may be partially occupied or utilised. It may also be vacant, derelict or contaminated. A brownfield site is not necessarily available for immediate use without intervention.

Using aerial photography, the National Land Use Database and/or Unitary Development Plans, the DUN Survey which formed the basis for the selection of the first seven Newlands sites found an astonishing 3,800 DUN sites of more than one hectare across the Northwest and of this amount, 1,600 were highlighted as a brownfield sites.

The Public Benefit Recording System (PBRS) uses a range of social, economic and environmental factors from proximity to a transport corridor or Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) to a sites location to schools.

Woodland cover across the Northwest currently stands at just 6.5% compared with the national average of 8% and an European average of 33%

The LIVIA project partners are the Forestry Commission, United Utilities, Salford City

Council, Groundwork Salford and Trafford, Red Rose Forest, Mersey Basin Campaign.

LIVIA is close to the M60/62 ring road around Manchester and Salford and is visible from the rail route north from Manchester to Bolton and is linked to Prestwich Forest and Clifton County Park.

In December 1997 Biffa Waste Services agreed to donate landfill tax credits to the Royal Society of Wildlife Trusts (RSWT) to administer under the fund name Biffaward. Grants made from the fund currently amount to more than £70 million, supporting many worthwhile environmental projects.

Biffa is a part of Severn Trent Plc and is one of the largest single suppliers of waste management services in the UK. It collects, treats, recovers and disposes of municipal, commercial and industrial waste nationwide and in Belgium.


