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Diary Notice

Northwest hosts the UK’s largest ever PV and Solar Power Conference


Please find below details of a PV and Solar Power Conference on Tuesday 4th March 2003 featuring a range of expert speakers on solar power and photovoltaic technologies. If you’d like any further details or an interview with the participants, please call me on 0161 907 3732. 
 
 
Event Details:

Location: The Crowne Plaza Hotel, Pier Head, Princes Dock, Liverpool
When: 10am – 2.30pm, Tuesday 4th March 2003
Event: The Northwest’s PV and Solar Power Conference
Event sponsors: Government Office for the Northwest and Envirolink Northwest

Potential interviewee: 

Julian Carter, Managing Director, Renewables Northwest



About the event:

Organised by Renewables Northwest this free conference will provide architects, construction companies, energy managers, housing associations planners, property developers and surveyors with the knowledge and contacts they need to make use of solar power and PV.  This conference will explain how solar water heating and photovoltaic technologies can help to meet our power requirements in an environmentally friendly way, reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  With the introduction of new government grants, solar power has never been more affordable and the industry now looks set for rapid expansion. Speakers are drawn not only from the solar power and PV industries but from organisations which have successfully utilised the new technologies and are now reaping the rewards. 

The conference will feature a range of expert speakers and there will be presentations on:

· solar photovoltaics in the built environment

· government funding opportunities for PV and solar water heating
· innovative use of PV in the building sector
· sustainability and urban regeneration
· solar water heating – what it does

About Renewables Northwest:

Renewables Northwest was established in March 2002 by the Northwest Development Agency and United Utilities and supported by Sustainability Northwest, to help the region meet its renewable energy targets and potential.  Renewables Northwest’s initiatives are designed to change public opinions, planning guidelines and support to developers and users of all forms of renewable energy within the region.

 
Key facts about climate change and renewables:

Over the last 50 years, our emissions of the greenhouse gases that cause global warming have increased at twice the rate of population growth. 
These gases are contributing to a warmer, stormier, wetter future that will affect our quality of life, our environment and our economy.

Cutting greenhouse gas emissions is a major priority for governments, businesses and individuals everywhere. Energy efficiency and improved technologies will have a crucial part to play, as will renewable energy. Targets have been set and our challenge is clear: the UK government has committed itself to ensuring that 10 per cent of our energy is drawn from renewable sources by 2010.

To stabilise our climate we are going to have to reduce our emissions of greenhouse gases by between 60 and 80 per cent before 2050 and renewable forms of energy like wind, solar, biomass and wave power are widely recognised as a central part of our response.

This is a big business opportunity for the Northwest! Designing, manufacturing and servicing renewable forms of energy represents an unprecedented market opportunity for resourceful regions like England’s Northwest, with the global market for renewable energy technologies forecast to grow to £440 billion by 2010.

Our region is perfectly placed for the renewables revolution. New skills and new jobs could represent a major opportunity to diversify the rural economy through renewable energy projects and supply-side business opportunities. Coastal towns like Barrow, Liverpool and Workington have engineering skills and a need for the kind of jobs that offshore wind could provide. Off our coastline we have one of the most abundant areas of natural wind resource in Europe, with the majority of the UK’s offshore wind developments being planned along the Northwest’s coast. 

In those areas most in need of new business development, financial assistance and other forms of aid are available to support renewable energy projects. In our urban areas, the regeneration of deprived or derelict areas could increasingly include embedded, renewable energy technologies like photovoltaics or small wind turbines. Our environmental technologies sector, led by Envirolink Northwest, is helping innovative technology companies as they develop the energy solutions of the future.

For more information or for an interview please call Renewables Northwest on 0161 834 8834 or Creative Concern on 0161 907 3732.


