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PRESS RELEASE

For immediate release – 18 February
Online ‘waste supermarket’ launched to encourage

Northwest companies to profit from their waste 

A free online service called Waste Works (www.wasteworks.org.uk) is launched today to encourage companies to increase business profitability by reducing the amount of their waste going to landfill.  

The service, developed by the ENWORKS partnership, will help companies to reduce, re-use and recycle their waste by providing a waste exchange service.  The free service allows companies to add details of the waste they have available or browse the existing waste database.  Waste Works can help companies by facilitating exchanges of waste, waste trading, recycling and re-use.  Recyclers and reprocessors can also register on the waste wanted area of the site.    

Jamie Bearman, Waste Work’s project co-ordinator explains the concept: 

“The aim is to match companies who produce waste with companies who can re-use or recycle – creating a profitable win-win situation for all parties.  It’s surprising just how much valuable product companies are throwing away every day - product that someone somewhere needs to run their business.  Our role is to encourage companies to profit from their waste and this service provides a waste supermarket where companies can search for what they need and log their own waste on the database.”  

The Waste Works service is backed up by a team of local business advisers, who are available to give advice and support to companies in their area.  Any company can benefit from the new service by registering at www.wasteworks.org.uk.  Once registered, companies can browse the waste available or the waste required by recyclers and reprocessors.  Companies can contact their ENWORKS local adviser by calling freephone: 0800 032 0222.  

Waste Works provides companies in the North West with a unique opportunity to turn their waste problem into a business opportunity.  With over 30 tonnes of waste produced for every one tonne of product that reaches the consumer - waste is costing British business £50 billion per annum.
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Online ‘waste supermarket’ launched to encourage

Northwest companies to profit from their waste 

North West companies produce approximately 6.5 million tonnes of industrial waste, over 3 million tonnes of commercial waste and almost a million tonnes of special waste each year. Almost half of the industrial and commercial wastes are sent to landfill, with one third re-cycled or re-used. As a result, the North West is running out of space for disposal.  

Todd Holden, ENWORKS, Regional Manager explains how the new service will support companies and work towards a waste solution:

“Waste Works will encourage companies to realise that reducing waste increases profitabliilty.  In many ways waste is an untapped resource for local business as each pound saved on material costs goes straight to the bottom line. The good news is that many waste reduction and recycling steps can be taken quickly at little or no cost to your business.  By taking simple steps companies can save between 1-4% of turnover each year by making waste work for them.” 

ENDS

Notes to editors:

Benefits of waste reduction 

The benefits of taking steps to manage waste include reduced waste going to landfill, reduced landfill charges, reduced skip hire charges, revenue generated from recycling, 

improved environmental performance of companies and an improved image locally and for the North West region. 

ENWORKS is a business support programme that combines a drive to increase business competitiveness with the goal of improving the environment. The programme is investing £20 million over the next five years in supporting small to medium sized companies in the North West of England. All companies in the North West are eligible to benefit from a range of business support services through the ENWORKS programme.  An initial free on-site consultation is available to any company in the North West wanting to find out how their business could benefit.  To arrange a consultation with a local business advisor, companies can visit www.enworks.com, freephone: 0800 032 0222 or email: info@enworks.com
ENWORKS is supported by the North West Development Agency from the Single Regeneration Budget, the European Social Fund and is sponsored by United Utilities.  The accountable body for the programme is Groundwork. 
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