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Wednesday, March 12, 2003
Active Networks Deliver Eco-Solutions and New Business Opportunities
From developing lasers that help recover bricks from demolition sites, to recycling old fridge parts into traffic cones, Envirolink’s Active Networks are helping to make a substantial difference to the Northwest’s economy and its environment.

The four Networks, set up by Envirolink Northwest, each cover a specific environmental area, with the aim of bringing together businesses, innovators and universities to develop profitable and often groundbreaking solutions to environmental challenges.

So far over 100 organisations have signed up to the Networks, leading to collaborative proposals worth over £1 million in areas including sustainable demolition, cleaner energy, remediation of contaminated land, and environmental monitoring.

Project manager Richard Pearce, explains: “The Networks are about getting projects off the ground and encouraging businesses to talk to each other and explore ways in which they can work together, both for their own good, and the good of the environment as a whole.”

An Active Networks meeting is planned for March 27 at the Heath Conference Centre, Runcorn, offering organisations the chance to meet others involved in environmental technology and also to display details of their own needs and project ideas.
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And Pearce adds: “The Northwest has some real strengths within environmental technologies but the region also has some major environmental problems that it needs to address. The Networks are an excellent way of developing unique and innovative solutions to these problems.

“There are long-term business benefits too because once a project is complete, we have a platform for using the new technology elsewhere in the UK and also overseas.”

Notes to Editors

There are four Active networks:
1. Using Materials Sustainably - covering waste minimisation, materials recovery and recycling and cleaner technologies across a range of industries.

2. Creating a Low Carbon Economy - exploring new opportunities in renewable energy, energy-from-waste and energy efficiency 

3. Regenerating the Environment - from regenerating brownfield sites to cleaning-up contamination land and developing sustainable materials for the construction industry

4. Measuring and Monitoring Environmental Impacts - covering low cost, robust instrumentation, measuring and modelling the impacts and the risks

Envirolink Northwest is the Northwest Development Agency (NWDA) funded organisation whose aim is to develop the region’s environmental technology sector by making it a competitive force to provide sustainable solutions to environmental problems. Envirolink’s activities include publishing market intelligence reports for the sector, developing plans for increased competitiveness, representing the sector at trade events and increasing overseas market opportunities. There are more than 700 companies delivering environmental technologies and services in England’s Northwest with a combined workforce of 24,000 and a total turnover of £1.3 billion. 

Ends.

For more information please call Pia Wagner of Envirolink Northwest on 01942 491294 or Steve Connor of Creative Concern on 0161 907 3732. You can also email p.wagner@envirolinknorthwest.co.uk or visit www.envirolinknorthwest.co.uk.

