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Tuesday, March 11, 2003

New Chair for Sustainability

Sustainability Northwest today announced the appointment of its new chairman – Finian O’Boyle of CIS.
Finian O’Boyle, the Chief Operating Officer of Co-operative Insurance Society (CIS), was today appointed Chair of Sustainability Northwest (SNW), the region’s sustainable development partnership. He will take over from Mervyn Pedelty, the Chief Executive of Co-operative Financial Services and SNW chair since June 1998. 

Speaking at his first meeting of the SNW Board of Directors, Mr. O’Boyle set out some bold plans and big hopes for the organisation’s future:

“Under Mervyn’s leadership, important strides have been made towards sustainability in the region.  Slowly, but surely, progress has been made across a wide range of areas.  In particular we have seen a substantial growth in the acceptance and take up of corporate social responsibility, and the region’s understanding and response to the impact of Climate Change is arguably second to none. 

“But there are also some tougher sustainable development challenges now confronting the region, such as the fight against social exclusion, the way we generate and dispose of waste and road transport issues. We may need to make some tough choices in the near future and will have to think creatively as we continue our mission to ensure a better quality of life and a healthy, secure environment for the people of the Northwest.”
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Finian O’Boyle also paid tribute to SNW’s outgoing Chair, Mervyn Pedelty:

“Mervyn’s five years as Chairman of SNW have seen enormous changes and some astounding achievements. We have led the other English regions on climate change, and successfully launched Envirolink Northwest and Renewables Northwest with our partners. Under Mervyn’s leadership, we have successfully brought SNW together with the National Centre for Business and Sustainability, and assisted the Northwest Development Agency on sustainability appraisals, land reclamation and, of course, the Northwest’s Economic Strategy. These achievements stand as the strongest of foundations for future work, and are a great tribute to his leadership.”

Notes to editors

Finian O’Boyle is 46 and is married with two daughters. A Chartered Engineer and Member of the British Computer Society, he played a major part in the recent creation of Co-operative Financial Services, the new venture that brought CIS and The Co-operative Bank together under one umbrella. Before joining The Co-operative Group in 1999, Mr. O’Boyle worked at a senior level within the Bank of Scotland and Lloyds TSB Group.

Sustainability Northwest (SNW) was established in 1995 and is Europe’s first cross-sectoral partnership working for sustainable regional development. It conducts major programmes and activities on organisational social and environmental responsibility, long-range thinking, regional strategy and climate change.

Future projects for SNW include the Kyoto Club, a coalition of leading regional organisations that will aim to drive down greenhouse gas emissions in the region by at least 60% by 2050 when set against 1990 levels. 2003 will also see SNW launch a major remanufacturing initiative design to reduce the levels of waste across the region, a community-based renewable energy initiative and a programme to encourage higher levels of corporate responsibility amongst large regional organisations and businesses. 

Ends.

For more information please call Erik Bichard, Chief Executive of Sustainability Northwest on 0161 834 8834 or Steve Connor of Creative Concern on 0161 907 3732.
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