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Press Release 

Conference calls for pedal power to                 drive transport policy 

The Better by Bike conference on March 13 aims to put cycling at the top of the transport policy agenda - by highlighting how increased travel by bike can deliver an improved environment, healthier communities, increased tourism and give a boost to local economies.   

The conference, at the Museum of Science & Industry in Manchester, Liverpool Road, Castlefield, M4 (10am – 4pm) is organised by leading environmental regeneration charity Groundwork - with support from Government Office North West, Manchester Airport and the Museum.

A photo call will be held at the Museum entrance from 1:15 – 1:45pm with the conference keynote speakers and BBC’s Nigel Jay riding futuristic and unusual bicycles courtesy of The Company of Cyclists. 

The conference aims to help position the Northwest as the flagship region to take cycling forward and will be attended by over 120 decision makers, cycling enthusiasts and campaigners.  Expert speakers will be covering areas such as cycle tourism, cycling and health and green transport planning.  

Speakers include:

Nigel Jay, Broadcaster, BBC North West (Chaired)
Dr Mayer Hillman, Policy Studies Institute  

John Grimshaw, Director, Sustrans

John Ashton, Regional Director Public Health 

Neil Cumberlidge, Director, Government Office North West 

Ted Manders, Acting Regional Director, Groundwork North West

Dr Mayer Hillman, a leading expert on cycling for more than twenty years, explains the potential of cycling to shape the future of transport policy; 
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Conference calls for pedal power to                 
           drive transport policy

“Cycling needs to be urgently recognised as the panacea for policy ills in the fields of transport use, public spending, health promotion, danger reduction, pollution limitation, resource conservation and climate change.  We have been looking this gift horse in the mouth for too long.  Promoting cycling to the top of the transport policy agenda would deliver practical solutions to a whole range of personal, community and global problems that go well beyond those in the transport sphere.”

The Better by Bike conference will build on the work of the Better by Bike report, published in 2002.  The report proposed a potential network of regional cycle routes linking together major towns and cities in the Northwest.  The report highlighted how at a local, regional, national and European level, increased levels of cycling could deliver a multitude of policy objectives.  

Ted Manders, Acting Regional Director for Groundwork North West, describes cycling potential for the region; “Cycling is often overlooked as a transport solution or regarded as merely a leisure pursuit.  In fact, increasing cycling is an ideal way of improving public health, cutting congestion and providing an environmentally sensitive transport option for communities throughout the Northwest.  It’s time cycling provision was taken seriously and the appropriate infrastructure developed in order to meet the future needs of cyclists and to encourage more people to choose bike as their favoured mode of transport.”  
The 15 Groundwork Trusts in the North West are involved in designing, developing and implementing a wide range of cycle routes and project each year.  Groundwork’s purpose is ‘to build sustainable communities through joint environmental action.’  

For a full programme and more details of the Better by Bike conference, please visit www.betterbybike.org.uk.

ENDS

All media calls to Chris Dessent, Creative Concern: 

Tel: 0161 907 27 32 Mobile: 07966 252 461

Cycle Facts:
· Regular cyclists cut their risk of heart disease by one third when compared to non-cyclists

· 73% of Europeans think that bicycles should, in planning terms, get preferential treatment over cars.

· Estimates suggest the National Cycle Network will generate 25,000 jobs and £330 million annually in tourism income.

· Half of all urban trips are less than 5km, making these trips, on average, faster by bike.

�








