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UK’s biggest PV and Solar Power Conference to warm the Northwest

England’s Northwest might not be renowned for it’s sunshine but that hasn’t stopped it from hosting the UK’s biggest Photovoltaic (PV) and Solar Power Conference on Tuesday 4th March at The Crowne Plaza Hotel, Pier Head, Liverpool from 10am – 2.30pm.    

Organised by Renewables Northwest, the Conference takes place a week after the release of the long-awaited Energy White Paper, which focused on tackling climate change and renewable sources of power and energy efficiency.  The White Paper set out the goal of cutting Britain’s carbon emissions by 60% by 2050 and pledged to increase the amount of energy generated from renewable sources to 20% by 2020.  The Government will provide £1 billion in support for solar, wind and wave power and announced a further £348 million to promote renewable energy.

With the introduction of government grants, the solar power and PV industry looks set for rapid expansion. Solar and PV technologies use the sun's energy and light to provide heat, light, hot water, electricity, and even cooling, for homes, businesses, and industry. 

The free Conference will provide architects, construction companies, energy managers, housing associations’ planners, property developers and surveyors with the knowledge and contacts they need to make use of solar power and PV.  It will feature a range of expert speakers from the solar power and PV industries and organisations which have successfully utilised the new technologies.

Julian Carter, General Manager of Renewables Northwest, states “The Conference has come at a perfect time, following the Prime Minister’s speech, which highlighted the dangers posed by global warming, the importance of renewable energy and outlined the UK’s commitment to a 20% renewable energy target.  Renewables Northwest will be working hard to ensure the Northwest meets this target and exploits the full potential of renewable energy. More people than ever before are seeking to apply renewable technologies such as solar in many different situations, including the Liverpool Housing Action Trust and the Macintosh Urban Village in Manchester.”

For media information call Creative Concern on 0161 907 3732 or 0797 117 1228. 

For more information or to book a place, call Renewables Northwest on 0161 834 7744 or e-mail info@renewablesnorthwest.co.uk
Notes to editors:

Renewables Northwest was established in March 2002 by the Northwest Development Agency and United Utilities and supported by Sustainability Northwest, to help the region meet its renewable energy targets and potential.  Renewables Northwest’s initiatives are designed to change public opinions, planning guidelines and support to developers and users of all forms of renewable energy within the region.

Over the last 50 years, our emissions of the greenhouse gases that cause global warming have increased at twice the rate of population growth. These gases are contributing to a warmer, stormier, wetter future that will affect our quality of life, our environment and our economy. Cutting greenhouse gas emissions is a major priority for governments, businesses and individuals everywhere. 

The UK has one of the largest renewable energy resources in Europe, so vast that it could provide all our electricity needs many times over.  Solar electricity panels alone could supply two thirds of our electricity needs, despite our rainy climate, and a quarter of global energy needs by 2040.

The UK is behind many other countries in Europe and the rest of the World when it comes to using solar power technologies. 

Designing, manufacturing and servicing renewable forms of energy represents an unprecedented market opportunity for resourceful regions like England’s Northwest, with the global market for renewable energy technologies forecast to grow to £440 billion by 2010. At present the Northwest generates just 100MW of renewable energy compared to 7200 MW of coal, gas and nuclear.
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